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OFFERED COMPUTING COURSE

Local average treatment effect 

NOT OFFERED 

Not interested Not interested in 
the course anyway

Would have 
taken the 
course anyway Taking the course on 

their own initiative

RESEARCHER
The researcher wants to evaluate the course and 
receives data on who completed it. However, 
some participants might have studied the course 
anyway, and are thus unaffected by the 
experiment. 

The people who are affected are those who took 
the course because it was offered to them, but 
the researcher does not know who they are.

Joshua Angrist and Guido Imbens showed how natural experiments can be used to arrive at precise 
conclusions about cause and effect. Natural experiments differ from clinical trials as the researcher 
does not have complete control over who receives the treatment.


